POLITICS

Introduction

The composer draws on the history-forming power of World Politics to create five brief but truly dense musical political comments on issues of today, yesterday and tomorrow, composing for piano and bassoon. He suggests a critical view of institutions (the UN, the World Trade Organization) and describes the perpetuating situation in the troublesome Middle-East, implying the expansive nature of capitalism that is well hidden behind the façade of a consumer society. 

The project consists of five parts that have the form of short animated stories, two of which also contain video footage. It was originally released by the team ‘stench on a white shirt’, of which the composer was a founding member, within the greater project “22 miniatures and a theatrical scherzo”, as a DVD comprising animation, video and –of course – music. 

Middle East of Eden

It is widely believed that the Garden of Eden as described in the Book of Genesis was probably situated in the Middle East. Today, however, and for more than a half-century, the Middle East’s heavenly qualities have been covered by overwhelming problems. Partly because of its geopolitical value, partly because of its strategic position, the Middle East has often become a theatre of war.  The piece that opens the project contains strong musical imagery, describing fear, devastation and desertion; army marching in front of burning oil refineries, the same army attacking a city being bombarded by air. One can almost feel the roaring sound of a tanks’ engine while it spreads terror and fire. Video footage used in this part of the project is taken from the first Iraqi war. 

UN Resolution

The purposes of the United Nations, as set forth in the UN Charter, are to maintain international peace and security, to develop friendly relations among nations, to cooperate in solving international economic, social, cultural and humanitarian and to harmonize the actions of nations attaining these ends. The degree to which these have  been met is a matter of debate. The UN has often become a podium for leaders exhibiting their capability of reading pre-written texts and practicing their Realpolitik debate skills. It appears that very few wars have been avoided on account of the UN, even though International Peace and security is among its premier goals.  Then, before the second war against Iraq started, there were countless hours spent debating, again to no avail. The piece produces musical and visual imagery of world leaders talking relentlessly and fighting with unorthodox means (which is further stressed by how the leaders’ hands are represented by the cartoonist), stressing the idea that even on the UN terrain, the strong man wins. This relates to the unilateral decision some countries did take to wage war against another country without the previous UN Security Council consent.

Big Talk

Big Talk is a brief part commenting on the power political leaders often exert over their subjects or supporters and how this is used to the benefit of the former. Leaders will aim to build a powerful and credible image for themselves – usually with the support of some Mass Media - so that they attract loyal followers. When they acquire a large support basis - by fascinating the crowd with convincing rhetoric and acts - they will use the crowds collective power as pool to draw from and justify any action they take towards their own goals; as long as action appears to be taken in the name of the peoples’ best interests, the crowd will be happy and applaud their leader. The music in this piece plays with the pulse of the politician’s speech and the crowd’s response to simulate the feeling of power that both parties share at that given time.

World Trade

This piece comments on the nature of world trade and the WTO. Wealth is gathered in ever fewer hands, in the case of this video animation, in the hands of a rogue superman whose “S” stamp on the chest has been replaced by a dollar sign; he is fat and his eyes are hidden behind a mask. The musical composition parodies this fat rogue superman who squeezes the juice out of all of the earth’s resources and ‘spits out’ what is left. This superman represents the power of a monopoly that will be created in the end, exploiting the earth without limit and third-world countries with no remorse; these, while often rich in natural resources, are more in need of its economic support and thus even more susceptible to exploitation. 

The End

The project concludes in a dramatic manner, with a baby in diapers confronting one of the previously presented political figures, who continues his ‘big talk’ unsuspecting. As the baby approaches the politician, one notices that it is armed with explosives, which it sets off when near enough: The death of the political leader is immediate. The explosion relaxes the tension that has been building up through the project and the composition moves to a more relaxed outro, with the leader’s blood feeding the ground where an olive tree – archetypical symbol of peace- grows. The message that follows is that it is up to the younger generations to bring about change on the status quo so that peace can be achieved. 

